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1 One of the plays in this book is Belasco’s 1900 play, Madame Butterfly: A Tragedy of Japan.  This play was based 
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4 One of LaMonte’s pieces, Reclining Dress Impression, is in the Chrysler Art Museum’s permanent collection. 
5 In Glover Garden in Nagasaki, there are statues of both Puccini and Tamaki Miura. 
6 This production premiered at The Aratani Theatre in Los Angeles and live-streamed on YouTube. 

https://www.wnycstudios.org/podcasts/aria-code/episodes/aria-code-puccini-madama-butterfly-ana-maria-martinez
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Musical works 

1. Dan, Ikuma (團 伊玖磨, composer) and Junji Kinoshita (木下 順二, librettist). Yūzuru (夕鶴). 

1951. Premiered at Osaka Asahi Hall in 1952.7 

2. Ikebe, Shin’ichirō (composer) and Hitoshi Uyama (librettist). Rokumeikan (鹿鳴館). 2010. 

Premiered at the New National Theatre Tokyo in 2010.8 

3. Miki, Minoru (三木 稔, composer) and James Kirkup (librettist). Ada, An Actor’s Revenge (あだ). 

1979. Premiered in London by the English Music Theatre Company in 1979.  

4. ____________________________ and Colin Graham (librettist). Genji monogatari (源氏物語). 

1999. Premiered in St. Louis, Missouri by Opera Theatre of St. Louis in 2000.9 

5. ____________________________ and Colin Graham (librettist). Jōruri (じょうるり). 1985. 

Premiered in St. Louis, Missouri by Opera Theatre of St. Louis in 1985.10 
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7. Yamada, Kōsaku (山田 耕筰, composer) and Percy Noel (librettist). Kurofune (黒船). 1941. 

Premiered at the New National Theatre Tokyo in 2007.12 

                                                           
7 The English title of this opera is Twilight Crane.  
8 Rokumeikan was a building in Tokyo that was often used as accommodation for foreign dignitaries from roughly 
the late 19th century to the mid-20th century.  
9 The English title of this opera is The Tale of Genji.   
10 “Jōruri” has no direct English translation – it is a Japanese genre of narrative music developed in the 15th 
century. 
11 The English title of this opera is A Portrait of Shunkin.  
12 The English title of this opera is Black Ships.  You can listen to the Tokyo Philharmonic Orchestra’s 1968 recording 
of the opera’s preface here. 

https://www.nicovideo.jp/watch/sm27788933

